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Abstract

This research aims to examine the development process of sport aviation in Türkiye from a historical perspective, analyzing the influence of 
the Soviet Union (Russia) on this process within a multi-dimensional framework. During the early years of the Republic, aviation was 
considered not only a military field of activity but also a crucial element of modernization, nation-building, and social mobilization; 
accordingly, the establishment of the Turkish Aviation Society and Türkkuşu played a decisive role in the institutionalization of sport aviation. 
The study employs a historical research model from qualitative research methods, and data obtained through document analysis are evaluated 
using descriptive analysis techniques. The findings show that the development of sport aviation in Türkiye cannot be explained solely by 
internal dynamics; international interactions—especially relations with the Soviet Union—played a significant role in this process. The 
participation of Soviet experts in training activities, technical equipment support, and the transfer of organizational models were influential 
in shaping the institutional and educational structure of sport aviation. However, it was determined that Türkiye did not directly copy the 
Soviet model, but rather reinterpreted and applied it in a way that suited its own social, political, and cultural dynamics. In this context, the 
development of sport aviation in Türkiye has been evaluated not as a simple model transfer, but as a process of “selective adaptation and 
reproduction.” Consequently, the study reveals that sport aviation is more than just a technical development area; it is a multi-layered 
structure intertwined with processes of modernization, nation-building, and international interaction. 
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Türkiye’de sportif havacılık: Sportif havacılığın gelişiminde Sovyet etkisi 

Öz 

Bu araştırma, Türkiye’de sportif havacılığın gelişim sürecini tarihsel bir perspektifle inceleyerek, bu süreçte Sovyetler Birliği’nin (Rusya) etkisini 
çok boyutlu bir çerçevede analiz etmeyi amaçlamaktadır. Erken Cumhuriyet döneminde havacılık, yalnızca askerî bir faaliyet alanı olarak değil, 
aynı zamanda modernleşme, ulus inşası ve toplumsal mobilizasyonun önemli bir unsuru olarak değerlendirilmiş; bu doğrultuda Türk Tayyare 
Cemiyeti ve Türkkuşu’nun kurulması, sportif havacılığın kurumsallaşmasında belirleyici bir rol oynamıştır. Çalışmada nitel araştırma 
yöntemlerinden tarihsel araştırma modeli kullanılmış, doküman incelemesi yoluyla elde edilen veriler betimsel analiz tekniği ile 
değerlendirilmiştir. Bulgular, Türkiye’de sportif havacılığın gelişiminin yalnızca iç dinamiklerle açıklanamayacağını, uluslararası etkileşimlerin—
özellikle Sovyetler Birliği ile kurulan ilişkilerin—bu süreçte önemli bir rol oynadığını göstermektedir. Sovyet uzmanların eğitim faaliyetlerine 
katılımı, teknik ekipman desteği ve örgütsel model transferi, sportif havacılığın kurumsal ve eğitsel yapısının şekillenmesinde etkili olmuştur. 
Bununla birlikte Türkiye’nin Sovyet modelini doğrudan kopyalamadığı, aksine kendi toplumsal, siyasal ve kültürel dinamiklerine uygun şekilde 
yeniden yorumlayarak uyguladığı tespit edilmiştir. Bu bağlamda Türkiye’de sportif havacılığın gelişimi, basit bir model transferinden ziyade 
“seçici adaptasyon ve yeniden üretim” süreci olarak değerlendirilmiştir. Sonuç olarak çalışma, sportif havacılığın teknik bir gelişim alanının 
ötesinde, modernleşme, ulus inşası ve uluslararası etkileşim süreçleriyle iç içe geçmiş çok katmanlı bir yapı olduğunu ortaya koymaktadır. 

Anahtar Kelimeler: Sportif havacılık, Türk Tayyare Cemiyeti, Sovyetler Birliği, Sovyet etkisi 

INTRODUCTION 

From the beginning of the 20th century, aviation ceased to be merely an indicator of military capacity and became a strategic 
field determining the technological capabilities, social mobilization capacity, and position of modern states within the 
international system. Aviation activities, which began in the late Ottoman period, were given a more systematic and institutional 
structure with the establishment of the Republic of Türkiye; especially in the early years of the Republic, aviation was 
considered an important component of the modernization project. In this context, the establishment of the Turkish Aviation 

 

*Corresponding author 

E-mail address: mehmetyildiz@gazi.edu.tr (Yıldız M) 

https://doi.org/10.70736/jrolss.2375
https://rrpubs.com/index.php/rol/issue/view/117
http://www.rrpubs.com/index.php/rol
https://doi.org/10.70736/jrolss.2375
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9784-6050


Yıldız M Journal of ROL Sport Sciences 8(2026) 2375 

 

2 

Society on February 16, 1925, was a fundamental step in the institutionalization of aviation in Türkiye (Bocutoğlu & Dinçaslan, 
2014). 

The Republic government viewed aviation not only as a military necessity but also as a strategic area in the context of social 
development and youth education. Within this framework, recreational aviation activities—especially glider and parachute 
training—were encouraged to equip young people with technical skills and instill a disciplined structure. Indeed, with the 
establishment of Türkkuşu (Turkish Aviation Association) in 1935, recreational aviation activities were placed within an 
institutional framework, and the goal was to spread them to wider audiences through training, facility development, and 
promotional activities (Yıldırım, 2025). 

The development of sport aviation in Türkiye is a multi-layered process that cannot be explained solely by internal dynamics, 
and in which international interactions are clearly felt. In this context, relations established with the Soviet Union, in particular, 
had a significant impact on the institutionalization and organization of sport aviation. During his visit to the Soviet Union in 
1934, Fuat Bulca, the President of the Turkish Aviation Association, examined an organizational model based on systematically 
preparing young people for aviation sports, which paved the way for the creation of a similar structure in Türkiye (Yıldırım, 
2025). The establishment of Türkkuşu (Turkish Aviation Association) following this development can be considered a concrete 
example of an institutional transformation process influenced by the Soviet model. 

Soviet influence was not limited to institutional structures but also manifested itself at the level of education and technical 
knowledge transfer. The involvement of Soviet experts in training activities conducted within Türkkuşu (Turkish Aviation 
Association) and the provision of glider and parachute training through these experts demonstrates a direct international 
interaction in the development of sport aviation in Türkiye (Yıldırım, 2025). This situation shows that Türkiye benefited from 
foreign models in the field of sport aviation, but applied these models by adapting them to its own social and political context. 

On the other hand, the development of recreational aviation is not limited solely to Soviet influence. Türkiye’s relations with 
Balkan countries and its international aviation activities have constituted important complementary elements of this process. 
Sabiha Gökçen’s flights to Balkan countries in 1938 demonstrate not only the technical level reached by Turkish aviation but 
also reveal that aviation was used as a tool in the context of international relations and public diplomacy (Kodal, 2011). 

However, Türkiye’s development in the field of aviation has also been influenced by the international political balances of 
the time. In particular, Türkiye’s balance of power policy during World War II and its relations with the Soviet Union indirectly 
shaped its aviation policies (Perinçek, 2014; Sarıçoban, 2020; Önal, 2025). This shows that the development of sport aviation is 
not only a technical and institutional process but also a multi-dimensional phenomenon that should be considered within the 
context of international relations. 

In this context, the main objective of this research is to examine the development process of sport aviation in Türkiye from 
a historical and structural perspective and to reveal the influence of the Soviet Union (Russia) on this process within a multi-
dimensional analytical framework. The study aims to evaluate the institutionalization dynamics of sport aviation in the early 
Republican period, the relationship between state policies and the understanding of youth and education, and the contributions 
of international interactions to this field. In particular, the reflections of the Soviet aviation model in Türkiye are analyzed in the 
context of institutional structure and training processes, and it is discussed whether this influence was a selective adaptation 
process rather than a direct transfer. Accordingly, the study aims to demonstrate that sport aviation is not only a field of 
technical development but also a multi-layered structure related to modernization, nation-building, and international 
interaction processes. 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

The development of sport aviation in Türkiye during the early Republican period should be evaluated not only as a technical 
or military transformation process, but also as a component of broader modernization, nation-building, and institutional 
restructuring dynamics. In this context, the establishment of aviation organizations, the training of youth through aviation 
activities, and the transfer of foreign aviation models reflected the ideological and political priorities of the new Republic. 
Therefore, the development of sport aviation in Türkiye can be understood through the intersection of modernization theory, 
nation-building approaches, and institutional transfer perspectives. 

Modernization in the early Republican period was shaped by the objective of transforming Türkiye into a modern, secular, 
and technologically capable nation-state. Aviation occupied a symbolic and strategic position within this modernization project 
because it represented scientific progress, technological advancement, discipline, and national power. According to 
modernization theory, newly established nation-states often adopt modern institutions and technologies in order to accelerate 
social transformation and strengthen state capacity (Eisenstadt, 1966). In the Turkish case, aviation became one of the most 
visible representations of the Republic’s aspiration to reach the level of contemporary civilizations. Atatürk’s emphasis on 
aviation as the “future in the skies” reflected not only a military concern but also a broader modernization vision centered on 
technological progress and national prestige. 

Sport and physical culture also played an important role in nation-building processes during the twentieth century. 
Hobsbawm (1990) and Anderson (2020) argue that modern nation-states construct collective identity through shared symbols, 
institutions, and mass participation practices. In this context, sport functions not merely as a recreational activity but also as a 
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mechanism for social mobilization, discipline, and the construction of national consciousness. During the early Republican era, 
sport policies in Türkiye were closely associated with the creation of a healthy, disciplined, and patriotic youth population. The 
institutionalization of sport aviation through organizations such as the Turkish Aviation Association (THK) and Türkkuşu 
reflected these broader nation-building objectives. Aviation activities, particularly gliding and parachuting, were designed to 
cultivate technical competence, physical discipline, courage, and collective national consciousness among Turkish youth. 

The transformation of sport aviation in Türkiye was also influenced by international institutional models, especially the 
Soviet aviation system. Institutional transfer theory explains how states adopt foreign organizational structures, practices, and 
policies while adapting them to domestic conditions (Dolowitz & Marsh, 2000). However, institutional transfer is rarely a simple 
imitation process. Instead, transferred models are generally reshaped according to local political, ideological, and cultural 
priorities. DiMaggio and Powell’s (1983) concept of institutional isomorphism emphasizes that organizations may adopt 
external models to increase legitimacy and organizational efficiency, while still preserving local characteristics. 

Within this framework, Soviet influence on Turkish sport aviation can be interpreted through the concept of “selective 
adaptation.” Selective adaptation refers to the process through which foreign institutional models are partially adopted and 
reorganized according to domestic priorities and local conditions. Although Türkiye benefited from Soviet expertise in areas 
such as glider training, parachuting, youth mobilization, and organizational structuring, the Soviet model was not transferred 
directly. In the Soviet Union, aviation organizations largely functioned within an ideological and military mobilization 
framework linked to socialist state structures. In contrast, Türkiye integrated aviation primarily into its modernization and 
national development agenda. Therefore, Soviet influence in Turkish sport aviation should be understood not as passive 
imitation, but as an active process of reinterpretation and institutional reconstruction. 

This perspective is particularly important for understanding the establishment and operation of Türkkuşu. While the 
organization reflected certain characteristics of the Soviet aviation school—such as centralized training, discipline-oriented 
instruction, and mass youth participation—it simultaneously incorporated uniquely Turkish elements, including volunteerism, 
public donations, and nationalist modernization discourse. Accordingly, the institutionalization of sport aviation in Türkiye 
emerged through a hybrid structure shaped by both international influence and domestic political priorities. 

Consequently, this study approaches the development of sport aviation in Türkiye as a multidimensional transformation 
process situated at the intersection of modernization, nation-building, and selective institutional adaptation. The Soviet aviation 
model provided an important organizational and pedagogical reference; however, Turkish policymakers and aviation 
institutions reconstructed this influence according to the ideological, cultural, and strategic objectives of the early Republican 
state. 

METHOD 

Research design 

This study was conducted using the historical research model within the framework of qualitative research methods in order 
to examine the development of sport aviation in Türkiye and to analyze the influence of the Soviet aviation model on this 
process. Historical research aims to investigate past events, institutions, and social processes within their historical contexts by 
examining cause-and-effect relationships and interpreting documentary evidence systematically (Karasar, 2012). In this 
context, the study focuses on the institutionalization of sport aviation during the early Republican period and evaluates the 
multidimensional interactions between Turkish and Soviet aviation structures. 

The study adopts an interpretive historical perspective and examines sport aviation not only as a technical field but also as 
a socio-political and institutional phenomenon associated with modernization, nation-building, and international interaction 
processes. 

Data collection and document corpus 

The primary data collection technique employed in this research was document analysis. Document analysis is widely used 
in historical studies to examine written, visual, and archival materials related to the phenomenon under investigation. In this 
study, both primary and secondary historical sources were systematically reviewed. 

Primary sources included institutional publications of the Turkish Aeronautical Association (THK), early Republican aviation 
journals, official reports, speeches, memoirs, archival documents, and contemporary historical publications related to aviation 
activities in Türkiye. In addition, historical materials concerning Soviet aviation experts, aviation diplomacy, and glider training 
activities were examined through available Soviet Union historical sources and translated institutional records. 

Secondary sources consisted of academic books, peer-reviewed journal articles, theses, and historical studies focusing on 
Turkish aviation history, Soviet-Turkish relations, sport history, modernization, and institutional development processes. 

The sources included in the study were selected according to their historical relevance, institutional authenticity, temporal 
proximity to the events examined, and their contribution to understanding the organizational and educational development of 
sport aviation in Türkiye. Particular attention was paid to the use of sources directly related to the establishment of Türkkuşu, 
Soviet aviation cooperation, and the institutionalization of gliding and parachuting activities. 
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Data analysis 

The data obtained from the documents were analyzed using descriptive and thematic analysis techniques. During the 
analysis process, documents were first chronologically and contextually classified, and subsequently coded according to major 
analytical themes. These themes included: 

(1) Institutional organization and transfer, 

(2) Educational and technical knowledge transfer, 

(3) Aviation infrastructure and training systems, 

(4) Modernization and nation-building discourse,  

(5) International aviation diplomacy. 

Thematic categorization enabled the study to move beyond a purely descriptive historical narrative and allowed for a 
multidimensional interpretation of Soviet influence on Turkish sport aviation. Furthermore, comparative historical 
interpretation was employed to evaluate similarities and differences between Soviet aviation structures and Turkish 
institutional practices. 

Trustworthiness and historical validity 

In order to enhance the trustworthiness of the study, data obtained from different types of sources were comparatively 
evaluated through source triangulation. Turkish and Soviet Union historical materials were cross-checked whenever possible, 
and institutional publications were compared with academic studies and memoir-based narratives. 

In addition, the study aimed to minimize potential interpretive bias by contextualizing historical events within the political, 
institutional, and social conditions of the early Republican period. Rather than treating Soviet influence as a simple process of 
direct imitation, the research evaluated institutional interaction within the broader framework of selective adaptation and 
national modernization priorities.  

FINDINGS 

Establishment of the Turkish Aviation Society 

The Turkish Aviation Society, formed under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal Pasha, played a significant role in the 
institutionalization process of Turkish aviation. In the early years of the Republic, the aviation industry was considered not only 
a military force but also a fundamental component of modernization and social development. In this context, the interest and 
support shown by the Turkish nation for aviation was decisive in accelerating this development process. The Turkish Aviation 
Society (TTC), founded under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal Pasha, carried out important work to develop and expand 
aviation activities; it was particularly effective in raising public awareness and ensuring active participation in the process. The 
Society’s contribution to the procurement of warplanes through public donations demonstrates the importance of social 
support in financing aviation activities. This played a critical role in laying the institutional and social foundations of Turkish 
aviation. The founding cadres of the Republic linked the sustainability of national independence to air power and, accordingly, 
initiated the institutionalization process in the field of aviation (Hürkuş, 2000; Kurt, 2010). In his speech at the opening 
ceremony of the TTC on May 15, 1925, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk said: 

“The future is in the skies, because nations that cannot protect their skies can never be sure of their future. As in every 
endeavor, in aviation too, you will soon fill the place that awaits us in the skies. O Turkish Youth! You will soon take your place 
in the sky. Otherwise, others will invade that place, and then this country and nation will be lost.” (Tatar, 2018). 

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk’s views on aviation were based on the understanding that future wars would be fought in the skies 
and that dominance would depend on air power. In line with this approach, the strategic importance of aviation was 
emphasized, and the goal was to direct Turkish youth towards this field. The decisive role of aviation in protecting Turkish 
independence and sovereignty was expressed, presenting it as a long-term goal for the nation. In line with this goal, the Turkish 
people participated in the process with great sacrifice; many provinces and districts supported the Turkish Aviation Society by 
donating to acquire aircraft bearing their names. This vision, expressed by Atatürk’s words “The future is in the skies,” did not 
remain merely a prediction but also became one of the national goals of the Turkish Aviation Society. In this context, aviation 
activities were not limited to the realm of ideas and sports; extensive investments were made with the aim of bringing modern 
aviation technology to the country. The Turkish Aviation Society aimed to reach a level where it could eventually produce its 
own aircraft and carried out work in this direction. The fundamental principle behind this process was the belief that nations 
that cannot create their own air force and protect their skies cannot survive. Indeed, the Turkish Aviation Society’s Constitution 
defined its purpose as laying the foundations, establishing, and developing the aviation industry. In line with this, efforts were 
made to explain the military, economic, social, and political importance of aviation to the Turkish nation, especially to Turkish 
youth, and to raise awareness in this field. At the same time, systematic efforts were made to train the necessary personnel and 
procure the required equipment; young people were given training in amateur piloting, gliding, model aircraft, and parachuting. 
Thus, the aim was to support the development of military and civilian, sports and tourist aviation and to raise a generation of 
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young people integrated with aviation. In addition, in order to meet the needs of the Air Force for equipment, materials and 
human resources, it was considered essential to promote aviation throughout society and to direct donation activities (Tayyare, 
1925; Kurt, 2010; Aydın, 2011; Tatar, 2018). 

The Turkish Aviation Association (TTC), following its establishment, has undertaken significant activities not only at the 
national level but also in the international aviation field. In this context, the association was invited to a conference organized 
by the International Aeronautical Federation (FAI) in 1925, thus gaining the opportunity to establish early contact with 
international aviation circles. Following this process, in 1929, the TTC became a member of the FAI, the highest-level 
international organization in the field of sporting aviation, thereby gaining the authority to represent Türkiye on the 
international aviation platform. This membership ensured Türkiye’s integration into the international aviation system and 
contributed to its effective representation both domestically and internationally, particularly in the field of air sports (Tatar, 
2018). 

Establishment of Türkkuşu and the Turkish Aeronautical Association and Sportive Aviation Activities 

Atatürk wholeheartedly desired the adoption of Turkish aviation as a sport, and the involvement and establishment of youth 
in aviation activities. He played a leading role in the establishment of Türkkuşu and believed that its importance being 
understood by young people was crucial for the future of Turkish aviation. At the 6th General Assembly of the Turkish Aviation 
Association (TTC), the institution’s name was changed to Turkish Aeronautical Association (THK) through an amendment to 
the bylaws. The establishment of Türk Kuşu was decided at the General Assembly. Türk Kuşu was inaugurated on May 3, 1935, 
in Etimesgut district of Ankara, with a speech given by Atatürk (Tatar, 2018).  

 

Fig 1. Mustafa Kemal Atatürk delivering the opening speech at the opening ceremony of Türkkuşu, Ankara, 3 May 1935. Note. 
Reproduced from Sergey Anokhin, Misha Romanov ve Garviş by M. Kılıç, 2023, Bağımsız Havacılar. Retrieved May 18, 2026, 

from https://www.bagimsizhavacilar.com/sergey-anokhin-misha-romanov-ve-garvis/  

Atatürk, with his views on aviation, clearly tasked Turkish youth with a mission and set a goal for future generations. In this 
context, while appreciating the work done in the field of aviation up to that time, he also stated that it was insufficient and 
emphasized the need for further steps. Established in line with this understanding, Türkkuşu (Turkish Aviation School) became 
a product of Atatürk’s important vision for Turkish sports as a sporting aviation organization, achieving significant successes, 
particularly in gliding and parachuting. Within the rapid and planned development process of the Turkish Aviation Society, the 
establishment of the Türkkuşu Aviation School, aimed at training human resources – one of the most fundamental elements of 
aviation – and instilling aviation awareness in young people, stands out as one of the most important initiatives of the era. In 
this respect, Türkkuşu has earned a respected and lasting place in Turkish aviation history as a concrete institution reflecting 
Atatürk’s foresight (Tatar, 2018). 

As a sports aviation organization, Türkkuşu (The Turkish Aviation Association) has continued its activities in line with 
Atatürk’s vision of positioning aviation as a strategic area within Turkish sports, and has made significant progress, particularly 
in the fields of gliding and parachuting. Within the rapid and planned development process of the Turkish Aviation Society, the 
establishment of the Türkkuşu Aviation School, aimed at training human resources—the most fundamental element of 
aviation—and instilling aviation awareness in young people, stands out as one of the most important initiatives of its time. In 
this respect, Türkkuşu has become an organization that embodies Atatürk’s foresight and constitutes an institutional turning 
point in Turkish aviation history. The organization, which started its activities with approximately 200 members during its 
establishment phase, increased interest in aviation in the country through speeches and activities carried out during its opening 
period, and contributed to the formation of a love of flying, especially among the younger generation. With the widespread 
adoption of Atatürk’s goals and messages regarding aviation, Turkish aviation entered a development process; it achieved a 
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continuously rising momentum in parallel with the Republican era, showing significant growth both institutionally and socially 
(Candaş, 1993; Tatar, 2018).  

At the 6th General Assembly of the Turkish Aeronautical Association (TTC) held on May 24, 1935, the institution’s name was 
changed to Turkish Aeronautical Association (THK) through an amendment to its bylaws. The Association transferred all its 
duties, including collecting donations, purchasing aircraft for the army, and training young people as aviators, to THK. 
Furthermore, it was tasked with organizing and conducting sporting aviation activities in Türkiye (Tatar, 2018). 

The Influence of the Soviet Union School on the Development of Sport Aviation in Türkiye 

In the early 1930s, Atatürk requested assistance from the Soviet Union for the training of Turkish pilots. Following approval 
from Moscow, Lev Karahan, the then Soviet Ambassador to Ankara, organized the sending of the best pilot instructors to 
Türkiye. As part of this cooperation, Misha Romanov and Sergey Nikolaevich Anokhin, whose details are given in Table 1, were 
sent to Türkiye (Yıldız & Güven, 2021; Анохин, 2026). 

Table 1. Aviation experts from Soviet Union 

No Name Surname Gender Country Branch Organisation Year City 

1 Sergey Nikolaeviç Anokhin Male  Soviet Union Aviation Türkkuşu 1935-1936 İstanbul, Ankara, Bursa, Eskişehir 

2 Misha Romanov Male Soviet Union Aviation Türkkuşu 1935 İstanbul, Ankara, Bursa, Eskişehir 

3 Gavrish  Male Soviet Union Aviation Türkkuşu 1938 İstanbul, Ankara 

Two Soviet instructors, Anokhin and Romanov, who were to provide flight and parachute jumping training at Türkkuşu 
(Turkish Aviation Association), departed from Odessa for Türkiye on April 11, 1935, aboard gliders. The following information 
regarding this matter was shared on the official social media page of the Soviet Union Consulate General in Istanbul: 

“In April 1935, at the request of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, flight instructors for gliders and parachutes came to Türkiye. The 
Soviet side gifted Türkiye 5 gliders, a U-2 aircraft, and equipment. Soviet pilots S. M. Anohin and M. F. Romanov trained 200 
glider pilots within 3 months. Sabiha Gökçen, the first Turkish female pilot, also did her internship in the USSR. In April-May 
1934, Turkish pilots in the USSR participated in the May Day celebrations with several aircraft teams. Turkish parachutist Fatma 
married pilot Romanov. Later, he went to the USSR with her husband and worked in the Turkish Section of Moscow Radio.” 
(Kılıç, 2023). 

Mustafa Kılıç, a retired officer of the Turkish Air Force and a researcher of Turkish aviation history, shares an excerpt from 
the General Headquarters Board report dated May 25, 1935, under the leadership of Fuat Bulca, the President of the Turkish 
Aeronautical Association: 

“With the guidance of Soviet Ambassador Karahan, who provided invaluable assistance in the establishment of Türkkuşu, 
Mr. Sergei Anohin and Mr. Misha Romanov were invited from the neighboring country as instructors. These valuable individuals 
brought with them 5 (five) gliders, which the Soviet government had gifted to Türkkuşu as a very kind gesture.” (Kılıç, 2023). 

Mustafa Kılıç recounts that in a part of his speech at the opening of Türkkuşu on May 3, 1935, Atatürk said, “I am proud to 
openly express my gratitude to our friend, the Russian Soviet Republic, and its esteemed Ambassador, Mr. Karahan, for their 
invaluable assistance in accomplishing this task.” Atatürk also expressed his appreciation and gratitude to both Soviet pilots at 
the same event (Kılıç, 2023). 

 

Fig 2. Catalog photographs of Misha Romanov and Sergey Anokhin during their aviation activities in Türkiye. Note. 
Reproduced from Sergey Anokhin, Misha Romanov ve Garviş by M. Kılıç, 2023, Bağımsız Havacılar. Retrieved May 18, 

2026, from https://www.bagimsizhavacilar.com/sergey-anokhin-misha-romanov-ve-garvis/  

https://www.bagimsizhavacilar.com/sergey-anokhin-misha-romanov-ve-garvis/
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Anokhin stated the following in an interview he gave to Aviation and Sports magazine, the publication of the Turkish 
Aeronautical Association (THK): 

“Despite the arrival of winter, as you can see, we continue with Türkkuşu’s flights and parachute jumps with the same 
seriousness every day. The fact that the flights have not been interrupted has also had an effect on the physiological condition 
of our students, and not a single one of our pilots has lost their form even in the middle of winter. Those who completed certain 
courses in the summer are now performing high-altitude soaring flights on larger gliders. In these flights, which are carried out 
against the harshest conditions of nature, both summer and winter, there has not been the slightest accident or damage to any 
of our equipment in any of our groups so far. In other countries, these incidents occur frequently, and the number of gliders 
damaged at the end of the training period is significant. This shows that there is an unwavering and unbreakable discipline 
among Türkkuşu members, both on the ground and in the air. Because they fly knowingly and consciously, they are successful 
in all their actions. This is also the case in parachuting.” (Kılıç, 2023). 

The first Turkish female parachutist, Yıldız Eruçman, made her jump on October 4, 1935, from a Gaudron-59 aircraft in 
Ankara under the supervision of her Soviet Union instructor, Anokhin (Kılıç, 2023). 

 

Fig 3. Yıldız Eruçman, one of the early female parachutists of Türkkuşu. Note. Reproduced from Rus Hava Tarihçisi Andrey 
Pochtarev by M. Kılıç, 2023, Bağımsız Havacılar. Retrieved May 18, 2026, from https://www.bagimsizhavacilar.com/rus-hava-

tarihcisi-andrey-pochtarev/  

After theoretical and ground training in Ankara, glider A licenses are obtained after 150–200-meter level flights using shock 
absorbers. However, continuous short flights using shock absorbers do not allow for sufficient training. The shock absorbers 
are rubber materials imported from Soviet Union, used to enable gliders to take off during initial training. They begin to wear 
out very quickly with use in advanced training. In B license training, flights conducted by attaching the glider to the back of an 
aircraft (trailer), including gliding after separation from the aircraft, do not exceed 10 minutes. Such flight training requires the 
aircraft to fly extensively, making it both expensive and tiring. At the request of Soviet experts, a search has begun for a location 
that allows for soaring (flights powered by the lift of the wind hitting the slopes) and thermal (flights powered by the lift of the 
air temperature) flights. Despite searches both on the ground and in the air in the areas around Ankara, no suitable location has 
been found. (Kılıç, 2023). 

At the insistence of Anokhin and Romanov, the head of Türkkuşu, Savmi Bey, and a Soviet translator conducted a survey of 
suitable locations for gliding around Istanbul and in Bursa/Uludağ. However, the desired location could not be found. After 
returning to Ankara, the matter was discussed with Vecihi Hürkuş, who shared with his friends the wind conditions and other 
geographical details of the Eskişehir-Bursa area, where he had flown extensively during the First and Second Battles of İnönü 
in the War of Independence: 

The southern ridges of the long valley stretching westward from Eskişehir presented a gently rising structure all the way to 
Uludağ. These long ridges, ranging in height from 200 to 400 meters, featured steep slopes and wide plains to the north, creating 
perfect areas for glider landings. There were also suitable flat areas on top of the hills where glider landings could be made. 
Following this conversation, Professor Vecihi and Professor Anokhin, departing from Ankara by plane, traveled to İnönü. 
Landing near the village of İnönü, Hürkuş and Anokhin spoke with the villagers, wanting to learn about the wind conditions of 
the region. The villagers spoke of northerly winds that blew from the beginning of May until the end of September. Strong 
northerly winds were perfect for soaring. The discovery of a glider flight area with all the desired characteristics was met with 
joy at the Turkish Aeronautical Association headquarters. All these developments needed to be tested with glider flights. A glider 
transported by road takes off from the hill, remains airborne for 15 minutes, and then lands. İnönü was now chosen as the center 
of gliding (Kılıç, 2023). 

https://www.bagimsizhavacilar.com/rus-hava-tarihcisi-andrey-pochtarev/
https://www.bagimsizhavacilar.com/rus-hava-tarihcisi-andrey-pochtarev/
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Fig 4. Soviet parachutist Sergey Nikolayevich Anokhin performing a parachute jump from a Turkish Caudron C-59 training 

aircraft during early aviation training activities in Türkiye. Note. Reproduced from Rus Hava Tarihçisi Andrey Pochtarev by M. 
Kılıç, 2023, Bağımsız Havacılar. Retrieved May 18, 2026, from https://www.bagimsizhavacilar.com/rus-hava-tarihcisi-

andrey-pochtarev/  

The İnönü High Glider Camp was opened in Eskişehir on July 10, 1936. Four days later, on July 14, Sergei Anokhin attempted 
a glider record. He set the first glider record in Türkiye with a flight time of 3 hours and 10 minutes, making history in aviation. 
The following day, Vecihi Hürkuş, Türkiye’s Chief Aviator, became the first Turkish pilot to set a record by staying airborne for 
5 hours and 45 minutes with a PS-2 glider (Kılıç, 2023). 

 
Fig 5. Misha Romanov and Vecihi Hürkuş during glider training activities in Türkiye. Note. Reproduced from Sergey Anokhin, 

Misha Romanov ve Garviş by M. Kılıç, 2023, Bağımsız Havacılar. Retrieved May 18, 2026, from 
https://www.bagimsizhavacilar.com/sergey-anokhin-misha-romanov-ve-garvis/  

Another expert, Gavrish, came to Türkiye in early 1938 as a Turkish Air Force instructor, replacing Misha Romanov. Detailed 
information about his background is not available to date. Here is an interview with Gavrish under the title “Gavrish’s Wishes 
for Turkish Youth”: 

“The Turkish Aeronautical Association’s Türkkuşu organization has achieved great success in a short period of two and a 
half years. It possesses all the means to succeed in this field and accelerate its work. Türkkuşu’s building in Ankara is excellent, 
its materials are more than sufficient, and its field is good. But more importantly, Turkish youth possess a high level of aviation 
ability and talent (innate or acquired ability), which they have beautifully demonstrated with their successes in gliding and 
parachuting during the past two and a half years. I would especially like to point out the excellence of the Türkkuşu teaching 
staff. As a clear result of the research I have conducted since the day I arrived in Türkiye, my wish for Turkish youth is to win 
first place in international aviation records by flying further and higher. Türkkuşu youth are in this position today, and this is 
my wish and my true feelings.” (Kılıç, 2023). 

 
Fig 6. Turkish Aeronautical Association President Fuat Bulca during a meeting with Soviet aviation instructor Gavrish. Note. 
Reproduced from Sergey Anokhin, Misha Romanov ve Garviş by M. Kılıç, 2023, Bağımsız Havacılar. Retrieved May 18, 2026, 

from https://www.bagimsizhavacilar.com/sergey-anokhin-misha-romanov-ve-garvis/  

https://www.bagimsizhavacilar.com/rus-hava-tarihcisi-andrey-pochtarev/
https://www.bagimsizhavacilar.com/rus-hava-tarihcisi-andrey-pochtarev/
https://www.bagimsizhavacilar.com/sergey-anokhin-misha-romanov-ve-garvis/
https://www.bagimsizhavacilar.com/sergey-anokhin-misha-romanov-ve-garvis/
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Soviet Union General R. Petrovich Eideman’s Visit to Türkiye 

During the 1936 Republic Day celebrations, General Robert Petrovich Eideman, Head of Civil Aviation of the Soviet Union 
(Ossoaviyahim), made very heartfelt statements about Turkish-Soviet aviation friendship. While carefully watching twenty-four 
young Turkish Aviation Association members parachute jump together, General Eideman suddenly jumped up and applauded 
with such fervor that his hands almost burst. His face reflected the beauty of a sudden burst of excitement. At the grave of Eribe, 
whose tragic death darkened Turkish Aviation Association’s most joyous day, the sorrow in General Eideman’s eyes was as 
heartfelt as a Turk’s mourning. Eideman, who also attended the Republic Day Ball on October 29th, had the opportunity to meet 
Atatürk. General Eideman and fourteen accompanying Soviet aviators conducted inspection tours of the Turkish Aeronautical 
Association (THK) and Turkish Aviation Association. They also received detailed information about Turkish sport aviation from 
Soviet instructors. (Kılıç, 2023). 

 
Fig 7. General Robert Petrovich Eideman and Fuat Bulca during the Republic Day celebrations in Türkiye. Note. Reproduced 

from Sergey Anokhin, Misha Romanov ve Garviş by M. Kılıç, 2023, Bağımsız Havacılar. Retrieved May 18, 2026, from 
https://www.bagimsizhavacilar.com/sergey-anokhin-misha-romanov-ve-garvis/  

According to some Soviet Union sources, it is clear that Misha Romanov’s deployment to Türkiye was not accidental. Soviet 
sources state that Romanov was an instructor in aircraft, glider, and model aircraft sports; while Sergey Anokhin specialized in 
parachute and glider training. This indicates that Soviet experts were tasked with structuring sport aviation in Türkiye within 
a multidisciplinary training model. Furthermore, some Russian sources have considered the Türkkuşu (Turkish Aviation 
Association) structure as similar to the Soviet Osoaviakhim system (В Воздухе Анохин, 2000). 

Turkish Aeronautical Association President Fuat Bulca’s Trip to the Soviet Union 

On February 15, 1937, Fuat Bulca, the President of the Turkish Aeronautical Association, visited the Moscow Central Aero 
Club as a guest of the Soviet Union. Journalist and writer Abidin Daver Bey, who accompanied him on this visit, kept notes on 
the trip. These notes reveal the achievements of the Moscow Central Aero Club in the field of sport aviation. This also provides 
an opportunity to compare the work of two organizations that operated with the same purpose two years after the 
establishment of the Turkish Aeronautical Association (Türkkuşu) (Kılıç, 2023). 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

The findings of this study show that the development of sport aviation in Türkiye during the early Republican period should 
be evaluated within a broader framework of modernization, nation-building, and international interaction. Aviation was not 
perceived solely as a military or technical field; rather, it became an important part of the Republic’s effort to construct a 
modern, disciplined, and technologically capable society. In this respect, the establishment of institutions such as the Turkish 
Aviation Association (THK) and Türkkuşu reflected the broader modernization policies of the period. 

One of the most important findings of the study is that Soviet influence on Turkish sport aviation extended beyond technical 
assistance. Soviet experts contributed not only to pilot and parachute training, but also to the organizational structure, training 
discipline, and technical culture of sport aviation in Türkiye. The participation of instructors such as Sergey Anokhin and Misha 
Romanov in glider and parachute education played an important role in the institutionalization of these activities during the 
1930s. Similarly, Soviet contributions to the determination of suitable glider training areas and the organization of aviation 
activities indicate that this cooperation included both educational and infrastructural dimensions. 

https://www.bagimsizhavacilar.com/sergey-anokhin-misha-romanov-ve-garvis/
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At the same time, the findings suggest that Türkiye did not directly copy the Soviet aviation system. Although Turkish 
aviation institutions benefited from Soviet experience and organizational practices, these elements were adapted according to 
the political and social priorities of the Republican regime. While Soviet aviation organizations were largely connected to 
military preparation and ideological mobilization, the Turkish case was shaped more strongly by modernization, public 
education, and national prestige. In this respect, the development of sport aviation in Türkiye can be interpreted as a process of 
selective adaptation rather than simple institutional transfer. 

This interpretation is consistent with institutional transfer approaches emphasizing that foreign institutional models are 
usually reorganized according to local conditions rather than adopted in their original form (Dolowitz & Marsh, 2000). The 
findings of the present study demonstrate that Türkiye selectively incorporated certain aspects of the Soviet aviation model, 
including discipline-oriented training, centralized organization, and youth participation, while preserving its own national 
priorities and institutional character. Therefore, Soviet influence should be understood as an important reference point in the 
institutionalization of Turkish sport aviation rather than as a process of direct imitation. 

The study also demonstrates that sport aviation played a significant symbolic role in the Republican modernization project. 
Aviation activities were associated with scientific progress, national development, and technological advancement. Atatürk’s 
emphasis on aviation and the promotion of aviation activities among young people reflected the belief that aviation represented 
the future of the modern nation-state. In this context, Türkkuşu became not only a sport and training institution but also a 
mechanism for encouraging discipline, patriotism, and technical awareness among Turkish youth. These findings support 
studies emphasizing the relationship between sport, collective identity, and nation-building processes (Hobsbawm, 1990; 
Anderson, 2020). 

Another important point revealed by the study is that sport aviation contributed to Türkiye’s international visibility during 
the 1930s. Contacts with Soviet aviation institutions, international visits, and aviation demonstrations strengthened diplomatic 
relations while simultaneously presenting Türkiye as a modern and developing aviation nation. Therefore, aviation functioned 
not only as a domestic modernization tool but also as an element of international representation and public diplomacy. 

Overall, the findings indicate that the development of sport aviation in Türkiye was shaped through the interaction of 
domestic modernization policies and international institutional influences. Soviet support played an important role in this 
process, particularly in the fields of training, organization, and aviation culture. However, Turkish policymakers and aviation 
institutions adapted these influences according to the ideological and social priorities of the early Republican period. 
Consequently, the development of sport aviation in Türkiye should be understood as a multidimensional transformation 
process shaped by modernization, institutional adaptation, and international cooperation rather than as a simple case of foreign 
model transfer. 

Conclusion 

This study examined the development of sport aviation in Türkiye during the early Republican period and evaluated the 
influence of the Soviet aviation model on this process from a historical perspective. The findings demonstrate that sport aviation 
developed not only through domestic initiatives but also through international interaction and institutional cooperation. 

The study shows that Soviet influence played an important role in the organizational, educational, and technical 
development of Turkish sport aviation. Soviet experts contributed to glider and parachute training, aviation discipline, and the 
development of aviation infrastructure during the institutionalization process of Türkkuşu and related aviation activities. 

However, the findings also indicate that Türkiye did not directly adopt the Soviet aviation system. Instead, Soviet 
organizational practices and training models were adapted according to the modernization goals and national priorities of the 
early Republican period. In this respect, the development of sport aviation in Türkiye can be understood as a process of selective 
adaptation rather than direct institutional transfer. 

Another important conclusion of the study is that aviation functioned not only as a technical field but also as a symbolic 
component of modernization, youth mobilization, and national development. Aviation activities contributed to the promotion 
of discipline, technical education, and national consciousness among Turkish youth while simultaneously increasing Türkiye’s 
international visibility during the 1930s. 

Consequently, the study demonstrates that the development of sport aviation in Türkiye was shaped through the interaction 
of modernization policies, institutional transformation, and international cooperation. The findings contribute to the literature 
by presenting Turkish sport aviation as a multidimensional historical process extending beyond purely technical or military 
interpretations. 

Recommendations 

The findings of this study suggest that the development of sport aviation in Türkiye should be examined not only within the 
framework of aviation history but also in relation to modernization, nation-building, and international institutional interaction 
processes. In this context, future research may focus on comparative analyses between Türkiye and other countries that adopted 
foreign aviation models during the interwar period, thereby contributing to a broader understanding of international aviation 
modernization practices. 
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The study also indicates the importance of conducting more comprehensive archival investigations concerning Turkish-
Soviet aviation cooperation. The examination of Soviet archives, institutional correspondence, memoirs, and unpublished 
historical materials may provide deeper insight into the educational, organizational, and diplomatic dimensions of sport 
aviation during the early Republican era. 

In addition, preserving the institutional memory of organizations such as Türkkuşu and promoting historical awareness of 
sport aviation may contribute to strengthening aviation culture in Türkiye. Museums, academic projects, documentaries, and 
educational programs focusing on aviation history may help transfer this historical legacy to younger generations and increase 
public awareness regarding the role of aviation in the modernization process. 

Finally, interdisciplinary studies combining sport history, aviation studies, political history, and international relations may 
contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of how sport aviation functioned as a multidimensional tool of 
modernization, public diplomacy, and youth mobilization during the twentieth century. 

Limitations and strengths 

This study has several strengths that contribute to the literature on sport history and aviation studies. One of the major 
strengths of the research is its multidimensional analytical framework combining modernization theory, nation-building 
approaches, and institutional transfer perspectives in order to explain the development of sport aviation in Türkiye. In addition, 
the study benefits from a wide range of historical sources, including institutional publications, memoirs, archival materials, 
aviation journals, and secondary academic literature. The use of both Turkish and Soviet-related historical sources also 
strengthens the historical depth and contextual interpretation of the study. Furthermore, the research contributes to the limited 
literature on the relationship between sport aviation and international institutional influence during the early Republican 
period. 

However, the study also has certain limitations. The research is primarily based on available historical documents and 
published sources; therefore, access limitations related to Soviet archives and unpublished institutional records restricted the 
scope of historical evidence. In addition, some historical materials concerning Soviet aviation experts and institutional 
cooperation could only be accessed indirectly through secondary sources and translated documents. Another limitation is that 
the study focuses mainly on the institutional and historical dimensions of sport aviation rather than its broader sociocultural 
effects on different segments of society. Consequently, future studies supported by broader archival access, oral history data, 
and comparative international analyses may provide a more comprehensive understanding of the historical development of 
sport aviation in Türkiye 
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